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WOOD-RIDGE PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

PARCC - FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  
 

January 29, 2015 

 
OVERVIEW 
 

What is PARCC? 

The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) is a computer 
based assessment of English Language Arts/Literacy Skills and Mathematics.  PARCC 
measures whether students are on track to be successful in college and careers, and if 
students are meeting the Common Core Standards.  The PARCC assessments replace the 
NJASK in grades 3-8 and the HSPA in grade 11 beginning in the spring of 2015. 
 

What is the Common Core? 

The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) are a set of shared expectations of what students 
should be able to know or do.  Specific information about the CCSS is available at 
www.corestandards.org 
 

Will the PARCC assessment be used for academic placement for the 2015-2016 school 
year? 

No. Academic placement regulations detail multiple measures which provide the data needed to 
appropriately place.  The PARCC assessment results will not be available until the fall of 2015, 
making the data unavailable for consideration as a measure for academic placement.  
 

When will the PARCC assessment be administered? 

The assessment is composed of two parts, the Performance Based Assessment (PBA) and the 
End of Year (EOY) component.  The PBA is regarded as the long answer question format while 
the EOY is composed of short answer questions. 
 

Testing window dates for at Wood-Ridge Public School District are as follows: 
 

Grades                    PBA Cycle                         EOY Cycle 

9-11               2/20/15 – 4/2/15                 4/20/15 – 5/15/15 

3-8              3/2/15 – 3/27/15                 4/27/15 – 5/22/15 
 
For information on Unit Session Times visit http://parcconline.org/update-session-times 
 
Will my child be taking a PARCC assessment every day during the test window dates? 

No.  Each school building designs a testing schedule to address the unit sections of the 
assessment. When a student completes each unit he/she returns to instruction.  Testing 
schedules will be available on each school’s website by mid-February 2015. 
 

How can parents learn more about PARCC? 

Visit www.parcconline.org where parents can learn about PARCC, the assessment, and access 
additional resources.  Parents can try sample assessments and sign up to receive email 
updates from PARCC.  The district’s homepage has resources for both Common Core State 
Standards and PARCC available online at www.wood-ridgeschools.org.  Also, your child’s 
teacher(s), guidance counselor(s) and administration are available to help you learn more.  

http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.corestandards.org/
http://parcconline.org/update-session-times
http://www.parcconline.org/
http://www.wood-ridgeschools.org/
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What other states are giving PARCC Assessments? 

In the spring of 2010 the District of Columbia joined the following 22 states, known as “PARCC 
States”:  Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Jersey, New Mexico, New 
York, North Dakota, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Tennessee. Nearly half of these 
states have withdrawn from PARCC.  As of January 20, 2015 the following states, plus the 
District of Columbia remain as PARCC States: Arkansas, Colorado, Illinois, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi*, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Ohio, and Rhode 
Island. (*Note, Mississippi has announced mid-January 2015 that they will cease their contract 
with PARCC effective for the 2015-2016 school year). Some states have elected to utilize 
Smarter Balance as their assessment. 
 

How will the district respond to parental requests to “Opt Out”? 

The State of New Jersey does not have an “Opt Out” policy or provision therefore Wood-Ridge 
Public School District is not addressing parental requests to “Opt Out”. 
 

What if I do not want my child to take the PARCC assessment? 

The Wood-Ridge School District acknowledges a parent’s right to refuse participation in any 
assessment on behalf of their child. The District will be addressing policy and related 
procedures for any child that does not participate in assessments and will share that information 
with the community at a February 4, 2015 Board of Education meeting. 
 

What if my child is absent on the day of testing? 

The Wood-Ridge Public School District’s Attendance Policy and Regulation will apply.  The 
attendance policy is available for review in each school’s student handbook and on the district 
website under “Our District”, “Board Policies”.  Please know that when a child returns to school 
he/she will be scheduled for a make-up test session in compliance with testing protocol. 
 
How are the assessments being scored? What are the ranges for proficient levels? 
At this time we do not have any information about scoring and proficient levels.  This first year 
of PARCC assessments is regarded as a baseline testing year with baseline data forthcoming. 
So scoring information will be new to all of us. When that information about scoring becomes 
available to schools we will add that to the PARCC Resources available on the district’s 
website.   
 

PREPARING OUR STUDENTS 

How are the schools preparing our students academically? 

Teachers have attended trainings to increase their knowledge of the PARCC assessments and 
requirements.  Instructional approaches and sequences to addressing curricula for the PARCC 
PBA and EOY assessment cycles have been implemented. Instruction and classroom 
assessments reflect the Common Core State Standards, which is the basis of the PARCC 
assessment.  In addition, students are provided with simulated PARCC practice opportunities, 
and greater use of technology to increase their technology skills. 
 

Are there sample PARCC assessments available? 

Yes.  PARCC released sample practice tests.  They are available at www.parcconline.org/take-
the-test 
 

 

http://www.parcconline.org/take-the-test
http://www.parcconline.org/take-the-test


Page 3 of 4 
Wood-Ridge School District  PARCC FAQs  January 29, 2015 

What are schools doing to help students acquire the technology skills required by the 
PARCC assessments? 

Practice testing is conducted at school using the same device that the students will use for the 
PARCC assessment, keyboarding practice in media skills and test prep periods. 
 

What can families do to help prepare students for the PARCC assessment? 

For improving skills with keyboarding, typingweb.com is a free online resource that students 
can use at home or from the library or any other site which provides internet access.  Parents 
can also access the sample PARCC practice assessments online at www.parcconline.org/take-
the-test where students can refine the skills needed for the online assessments. 
 
Is passing the PARCC assessment a requirement for graduation? 

The PARCC assessment is one pathway for satisfying graduation requirements, but it is not the 
sole pathway.  The Department of Education of the State of New Jersey has established ten 
pathways for fulfilling the State’s graduation requirement for assessments.  Starting with the 
Class of 2016, 2017, and 2018 students may satisfy state graduation requirements by 
demonstrating proficiency by achieving a minimum score on any one of the following criteria 
in English Language Arts and any one of the following criteria in Mathematics: 
 

English Language Arts (ELA) Mathematics 

Passing score on a PARCC ELA Grade 9 or Passing Score on a PARCC Algebra I or 

Passing score on a PARCC ELA Grade 10 or Passing Score on a PARCC Geometry or 

Passing score on a PARCC ELA Grade 11 or Passing Score on a PARCC Algebra II or 

SAT Critical Reading score of 400 or  greater or SAT Math score of a 400 or greater or 

ACT English score of a 16 or greater or ACT Math score of a 16 or greater or 

Accuplacer Write Placer score of 6 or greater or Accuplacer Elementary Algebra score of 76 or  greater or 

PSAT Critical Reading score of 40 or greater or PSAT Math score of 40 or greater or 

ACT Aspire score of 422 or greater or ACT Aspire score of 422 or greater or 

ASVAB-AFQT score of 31 or greater or ASVAB-AFQT score of 31 or greater or 

Meet the criteria of the NJDOE Portfolio Appeal    Meet the criteria of the NJDOE Portfolio Appeal 

 
 
TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS 
 

Is our district PARCC ready? 

The Wood-Ridge Public School District meets all recommendations provided by the New Jersey 
Department of Education (NJDOE) for PARCC readiness.  All school districts across the state 
were required to provide a detailed listing of the network infrastructure and computer devices 
that would be used to administer the PARCC assessment.  Reports were made available rating 
each school’s readiness on a scale of 0 to 9, where 0 represents no PARCC technology 
readiness and 9 represents that all recommendations were met.  Wood-Ridge Public School 
District received a score of 9. 
 

http://www.parcconline.org/take-the-test
http://www.parcconline.org/take-the-test
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What technology equipment will my child use for the PARCC assessment? 

Each student in grades 4-11 will use a Chromebook when taking the PARCC assessment. 
 Students in grade 3 will use full-sized desktops in the computer lab.  
 

Does our district have appropriate Internet and Wi-Fi Connectivity? 

In anticipation of PARCC (and other online assessments), the Wood-Ridge Board of Education 
increased the district’s Internet bandwidth from 10mb to the Internet to 150mb.  It is the goal of 
the Board to increase that even further to 200mb by the end of this school year.  Additionally, 
the district has increased network traffic speed between buildings from 100mb to 1000mb. 
 

During the design and implementation phase of the wireless install, our vendors worked with 
our architects to develop heat maps for the building to best accommodate 100% coverage. 
 These access points, when coupled with the increased network speed, will provide greater 
access and coverage. 
 

It should also be noted, that after completing the New Jersey Technology Readiness Tool for 
Online Assessment, the district received the highest grade in all areas.  Lastly, on the January 
28, 2015 PARCC Parent Program held at Wood-Ridge Intermediate School over 100 parents 
participated in a PARCC Practice Session at the same time.  All participants were successfully 
using the Chromebooks and accessing the sample test online through the district’s wireless 
connection. 
 


